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Experiences of Children about Community Child Center
: continuous participation vs drop-out of

community child center

Jeong, Sunwook#6) - Kim, Jinsook#**7)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to understand the children’s experiences of the use of
community child centers by comparing the experiences of children who continued to use
community child centers with those of children who discontinued the use.

For this study, we made reference to “A panel survey on children & youths in
socially disadvantaged families and welfare facilities III” presented by the National
Youth Policy Institute, and performed an inductive analysis on the interviews with 29
children, some of whom continued the use of community child centers while the rest
discontinued the use.

Major outcome of such analysis was that the discontinued group of the children
expressed relatively negative comments on their experiences of community child centers,
although both group were not significantly different in terms of their general experiences
toward the use of the centers.

The reason of drop-out was dependent on who determined. Parents” interruption was
due mostly to the dissatisfaction with their children’s learning experiences in community
child centers, while children dropped out of the centers mainly due to the relationship
issues with their teachers and/or peers in the centers.

Children who had continued experiences of community child centers recognized the

centers as an enjoyable and restful place, which experiences are caused primarily by

6) Department of Social Welfare, Duksung Women's University
7) Department of Social Welfare, Hanyang Cyber University

— 140 —



o
J
[
OfH
o
o
OfH
0z
|0
il

ANS0tSHE 08 ots2 dEoIES dE -

their relationship with the peers. To the contrary, children who dropped out understood
the centers as not fully enjoyable.
Based on this analysis, we proposed a couple of ideas about how to develop

community child centers to be more user-friendly places.

key words : child, community children center, community based after- school program, continuation,

drop-out.
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