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A Qualitative Study on Adolescents’ Experiences of Group Delinquency
Ahn, Hyeonmi*4)e Kang, Hyunah##5)

Abstract

The purposes of this study are to explore adolescents' experiences of jevenile gang
activies and examine their friendship experiences. For the purposes, in—depth interviews
were conducted with nine teenagers who had been reported to the police for delinquent
behavior.

As a result of the analysis, three overarching categories and ten sub—categories were derived.
The three overarching categories include’Able to Delinquency with Friends, ‘Delinquency
Only with a True Friend,” and ‘Feeling Resentful and Regretful Towards Friends. The
research participants found their own happiness and satisfaction in their otherwise
mundane daily school lives while engaging in delinquency within peer relationships. In this
experiences, they affirmed their friendships with peers and found stronger bonds.
However, it was also discovered that they harbored significant resentment toward their
friends, believing that they engaged in delinquent activities because of their friends. This
indicates that they underwent both positive and negative emotions, sharing all experiences
with their friends through delinquency encounters within peer groups.

Based on the study results, we concludes by proposing practical implications to prevent

delinquency within adolescents' peer groups.

Key words: juvenile delinquency, juvenile gang activity, peer group, delinquent behavior with friends, qualitative

research
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