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Mediating Effects of Depression on the Relationship between
Parental Abuse and Neglect and Smartphone Addiction among
Out-of-School Adolescents:

Investigating Group Differences between Academic and
Non-academic Cohorts

Cho, Hyemin*#Chun, Jongserl**5
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the mediating effect of depression on the
relationship between parental abuse, neglect and smartphone addiction among out-of school
adolescents. Additionally, it aims to compare the differences between academic and
non-academic groups in terms of the pathways leading to smartphone addiction among
out-of school adolescents, with the objective of providing foundational data and seeking
specific intervention plans for understanding out-of school adolescents’ smartphone
addiction in various contexts.

For this study, a total of 595 individuals were surveyed as panel data for the second
year of the National Youth Policy Institute’s panel survey. The results of the structural
equation modeling (SEM) analysis indicate that parental abuse does not have a significant
impact on the smartphone addiction of out-of school adolescents. However, neglect does
affect smartphone addiction through its influence on depression. In the multi-group
analysis, it was found that only non-academic groups demonstrated a significant positive
relationship between parental abuse and smartphone addiction, while only academic groups
exhibited a positive relationship between parental neglect and smartphone addiction.
Moreover, when examining the path coefficient by group, it was observed that both groups

4)Ewha Womans University, Department of Social Welfare, Master graduate. Corresponding author.
5)Ewha Womans University, Department of Social Welfare, Professor,
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displayed significant positive relationships between parental neglect and depression, as well
as between depression and smartphone addiction.

Based on these findings, the importance of distinguishing between the concepts of
parental abuse and neglect was emphasized. Additionally, the development of programs
focusing on neglect and depression, as well as the implementation of tailored support
measures based on individuals lifestyles, were proposed.

Key words: Smartphone Addiction, Out-of School Adolescents, Parental Abuse, Neglect, Depression
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