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The Effects of Sociodemographic Characteristics and School
Related Factors on Adolescents Exposure to Harmful Media:
A Multilevel Analysis

Yu, Seunghee?)

Abstract

We analyzed the effects of adolescents' individual—level variables (demographic characteristics)
and group—level variables (school—related factors) on exposure to harmful media using a
multilevel model. We used 1,847 adolescents and 75 schools from the 2017 Youth
Protection and Welfare Service Use Survey of the National Youth Policy Institute for
analysis. As a result of the null model analysis, adolescents' exposure to harmful media
was different depending on the school. As a result of the conditional model analysis, it
was found that individual—level variables such as gender and parental respect for children
affect exposure to harmful media. Compared to females, males had more exposure to
harmful media. However, exposure to harmful media decreased as parents respected their
children. As peers’ control over problem behavior, which is a group—level variable,
increased, adolescents' exposure to harmful media decreased. Based on these results, we
suggested policy and practical support measures to reduce adolescents’ exposure to

harmful media.
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