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A Study on Experience of Participants in the Youth Arts and
Culture Online Program: Focusing on SM Entertainment
SMile Music Festival

Cho, Soomin®*sYu, Wonsun?**sPark, Juhyel0***

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the outcome of participants in the youth arts and culture
online program. We mainly focused on the growth and development of the youth who
participated in SM Entertainment’s Smile Music Festival. We used the photovoice method,
and six youths participated. As a result of the study, the youth’s experience in
participating in the programs was categorized into three overarching categories, eight
subcategories, and twenty themes. The meaning of the program for adolescents was
recognized as a precious opportunity given in life, a sense of excitement and challenge,
discovery and growth of oneself, and an experience that enabled the discovery and
expansion of dreams. Adolescents experienced career confidence, teamwork promotion, and
internal and external growth changes through the SMF program. Throughout the program,
it was evident that the support and professional coaching from instructors and supporters
significantly contributed to the musical and human growth and development. Lastly, despite
these achievements, the limitations of non-face-to-face programs were pointed out, and
ways to overcome them were suggested. Based on the above results, suggestions were
presented to improve the quality of online youth programs for cultural and artistic activity.

Key Words: arts and culture program, online program, photovoice, participatory experience.
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